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There's good news today! First of all, you have the 60th issue of P-W in 
your hands - a little late, but better late them never. Secondly, EAC is now a 
tcix-exempt organization under section 501 (c) (3) of the IRS Code. 

As the deadline for P-W drew near, on April 30, we had very little mater- 
ial with which to go to press on. Seems like all our contributors either came 
down with an acute case of spring fever or maybe they wore out all their energy 
at the Chicago Mini -Convention. Anyway, the old barrel was darn near bare. 

I hope this is a warning eund an encouragement to ALL members, not to let it 
happen again! We've had a lot of promises that material would be forwarded 
to us for the May issue, but nothing ever materialized. 

I can now tell you that John Wright took off two days from work, using his 
vacation time, in order to put together the revision article on the 1 829*s which 
is included in this issue. Likewise, Denis Loring busted his chops to come up 
with an excellent quiz which will test your memory cind your eUDility to check out 
the answers in the books in your library. So dig in, send your eunswers to 
Denis, and maybe win a prize! 

Bill Parks has been good enough to speed up his recuperation from a recent 
operation to get this issue printed and mailed to you. The lack of material at 
press time was a boon to Parks, in that respect. And despite all the criticism 
that P-W has had in the peist, I might add that P-W owes a lot to Bill and to 
Mama Mimeo for the rush job and the excellent service which we regularly re- 
ceive from them. Any other print shop would ceuncel our contract immediately 
if we tried to submit copy to them ten days after it wais due. 

There are other items of interest in this issue, but we'll let you see for 
yourself. And don't forget to peruse the ads at the end, for there are a lot of 
goodies etnd mciny fine bargains available there. And we've included some book 
reviews on current releases, so give them your consideration. Does your 
library need some rejuvenation? 

Last of all, start now in putting together articles and items for the July 
issue. Last date for submission is June 30. Even your comments will be 
appreciated, on this or on past issues. Don't use the excuse that you ceun't ex- 
press yourself well enough to get eun eu^ticle in print - you send us your thoughts - 
we'll do the rest. Bill Smith feels that every member should submit material 
from time to time. Jack Collins and his West Coeist group are subsidizing 
junior members for membership by requiring them to submit material. Let's 
hear from you! P-W is your forum cund needs your support and help . 

Have a pleasant summer! 

Sincerely, 

WcU^enA. Lapp, M.D, 
and the Staff of P-W 
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PREVIOUSLY UNKNOWN 1799 NC2 SURFACES IN FLORIDA 


Dick Punchard 

Florida was the place picked this year for our ainnual R8R from the frigid 
north. Winters normally are bad in Minnesota, but this year we set all time 
records for consecutive days below zero . By mid- February, needless to 
say, my wife and I were ready to thaw out. 

Using Naples as our home base, we covered the Gulf coast, Miami, and 
the keys as far down as Key West. Our first stop was Hialeah for a full-day 
visit with Tom Wolf and his lovely wife. L eaving the girls to get acquainted , 
Tom cind I took off for a small show where neither one of us came up with 
anything outstanding . The highlight of the show for us was Tom’s purchase of 
an undated Draped Bust, First Hair cent in basal state and the enjoyment we 
had in trying to attribute the variety. It turned out to be a 1 797 S-1 40. After 
separating Tom from a few of his duplicates and enjoying a delicious dinner, 
we headed back to Naples . 

Tom had told me of a coin shop in Sarasota which might have some large 
cents and had suggested that I check it out. A few days later , Rainy and I drove 
up to Sarasota and found the shop; so, while Rainy looked for antique dishes, 

I started looking at large cents, using my PENNY WHIMSY eind John Wright's 
notes for reference. After iJg hours of being given two or three cents at a 
time from a backroom box somewhere, I had put aside two Early Dates and an 
1837 N-12. 

The last grouping he had (supposedly) were a few damaged coppers . The 
first one which caught my eye was in a 2x2 holder - a Draped Bust, marked 
1 798. Upon noticing the LIBERTY far to the left and a distinct 9 cut over the 
8, my mouth went dry and the palms of my hands became very wet. True, 
there was a damaged area on the reverse; and from arm’s length, it did look 
like a 1798. Putting the lot together, I asked him to total it up; and without a 
whimper, I scrawled out a check, thanked him, and left. 

Much to the amusement of my wife, my elation at finding a 1 799 overdate, 
the S-1 88, filled the car. That night, back in our room, I started studying the 
coin, especially the reverse, and since the coin was AG3, this was rather 
difficult. However, it appeared that the leaves were separated from the stem 
on the right. This would make it the 1799 NCI , of which only three are known. 

With the EAC mini-convention coming up in several weeks, I decided to 
contain my hopes and expectations until then and let the best attributors there 
give their opinions. My wait was rewarded! Within fifteen minutes of viewing 
by the experts , the verdict was in! The fourth 1 799 NCI had been discovered! 

After I found a 1 794 S-1 7a in California last year, I thought that nothing 
could possibly top that for a long while. But, as Fate would have it, I seemed 
to be in luck again! Incidentally, I was asked by a fellow EAC member what 
our plans would be for next year, and would Rainy and I mind if he and his wife 
came along with us? 
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CENTS OF 1829 


John D . Wright 

The nine known varieties of 1829 cents originate from six obverse and 
six reverse dies, one a carryover from 1828. A new, smaller letter-punch 
is introduced on one reverse of this year — an enigma that will see sparce 
but gradually increasing use over the next three years . The "small-letter" 
reverse will become the standard by 1833, but will not be in exclusive use 
until 1835. Small-letter 1 829’s are only slightly scarce in grades below 
Fine, but are quite so in higher grades, probably due to their almost uni- 
versally flat strike. As a year, 1829 cents are more readily obtainable than 
the official 1 ,41 4,500 mintage figure would imply. No 1829 cent variety is 
truly rare, but several are scarce enough to provide a bit of a challenge. 

A collector of major types will want a large-letter and a small-letter 1 829, 
while a collector of minor types will double this with the long-1 and short-1 
varients within each group — and everybody is fascinated by the wheelspoke 
variety. Only half of the 1 829 cent varieties are reasonably obtainable in Mint 
State, so this is a frustrating year for the perfectionist — but I consider it a 
fascinating year . 

One s/ariety is known by around a dozen Proof examples — a rather high 
number for cent proofs of the period. Proof examples of this variety were 
dusted with "bronzing powder" before striking — a trial technique from the 
British firm of Boulton & Watt. The results is a crisp but non-reflective, 
satiny finish, not too unlike the "French Proofs" or "Matte Proofs" of the 
early 20th century. The effect is sufficiently different that Newcomb recog- 
nized no examples of this variety as Proofs, though he undoubtedly saw at least 
a few. 

Determination of the striking sequence for 1829 cents requires more them 
mere die-chaining and style-grouping. Likely the nine 1829 cent varieties are 
the product of at least two concurrently-running presses . The flat strike al- 
most consistently found on five of the 1 829 varieties as well as a few of the 
next two years speaks strongly for a press-distinctive. A single chain could 
encompass all but two of the 1829 varieties — the one ties to am 1828 obverse 
and the Proof variety. But die-states show this chain to be a matter of 
arrangement convenience rather than of emission order.- Any valid sequence 
requires two or more interrupted die-usages. 

The sequence chosen places the three long-1 obverses (as on the last 1 828) 
before the three short-1 obverses (as on 1830-32), with the Proof variety 
first, and a continuous striking-chain of the flat-strike varieties leist. These 
restrictions leave latitude only in selecting the order of the second amd third 
varieties, which are arranged by die similarities to the preceding and follow- 
ing varieties. Unfortunately, this places the 1828-tied variety as fourth of the 
year, but to do otherwise would raise more inconsistencies than it would resolve. 
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Cent-1 


Long, fine dentils: no I C 
PLS PR, PLF SPR 


N-6 (6-E) 


Obverse 1 : Stars 2,3,4 point between dentils, and star 9 nearly does. 

Sixth star points at the coronet tip. Date is widely spaced with a long 
1 . Dentilation is crisp, but finely and rather shallowly-cut, giving this 
variety an arms-length identity. The top and bottom lobes of the hairbun 
are apart, making am "open" hairbun. LIBERTY has L recut below, IB 
joined at bases, E recut under top-bar, RT faintly so at tops, amd feet 
of R above E-T . 

Reverse A: Key leaves point PC, PR, SPR, C+. An inner circle strings 

the dentil-tips, much as a string of pearls. Feet of AT are quite close 
with A a trifle higher. Small, bold center dot. 

Striking variations: Always seen boldly and evenly struck, though 'bold* is 

not quite the proper word for the delicate features of this obverse. 

No cracks or deterioations noted. 

Discussion: R1 , common in all grades. 65-60-60-60-60-60. Around 

dozen MS examples are known, and possibly up to a dozen or so Proofs. 
The best non-Proof is the Beckwith coin, last sold with the Schwartz 
collection. Two Proofs of this variety were in the *76 ANA sale. 

Though cm intriguing variety, C1 commamds no variety premium. 

Cent-2 Bold, complete I C: date close N-1 (1-A) 

PLS PR, PLF PC 

Cbverse 2: Stars 2,3, 4, 6 point between dentils, and stars 1 ,5,7,13 nearly 

do. The sixth star points slightly left of the coronet tip. Complete, 
bold inner circle just off dentil-tips. Date has oversized 1 . Base of 
I is above L-B, E-T are grossly recut, and ER feet are joined, as are 
TY tops. RT tops are widely separated. 

Reverse B: Key leaves point R, PR, PC, SPG. Faint inner circle often 

shows underneath the dentil-tips. U is recut under the left inner serif, 
and there is a faint down-pointing dash below the left side of G (F) . 

E of GNE and EN of CENT are boldly recut. Large, bold center dot. 

Striking variations: Always found sharp, well-centered, with bold, crisp 

dentilation. E of CENT is usually a bit weaker, as is occasionally the 
G of GNE. Hairline crack from rim over M connects tops of ER. 

Discussion: Rl+, rather common in all but MS. 60-60-60-60-60-60. 

Cnly six to eight MS examples are known, followed by seven or eight 
AU*s — several of which are regularly offered as "brown unc." The best 
of the group are the Newcomb and Helfenstein pieces. Cne "ProoP* has 
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been reported from this die but is unverified. Though I find this variety 
rather difficult to obtain above VF, it is not sufficiently so to commeind 
any noticeable premium. 

Cent-3 Crack *1-3 N-2 (2-B) 

PLS midway S O 

Obverse 3: Stars 1 ,2,3 point between dentils, and stars 4,8,9,11 ,12 nearly 

do. Sixth star points a hair right of the coronet tip. An inner circle 
shows underneath dentil- tips at left. Date is closely spaced, with an 
oversized 1 . LI are strongly recut at top and botton, inside top-bar of 
E and TY tops are less so. Bases of IBER all touch, though barely. 

IB feet are even, with E slightly low. 

Reverse C; Key leaves point NR, FPR, PR, PC. PLS is midway S O. 

PLC is far below that letter. In UNITED, top of E is above T. In 
^^NT , the top serif of C is filled in and EN are boldly recut at left. 
Large, bold center dot. 

Striking variations: Always seen cracked thru inner points of first three 

stars to center of *4. Usually another crack joins the outer points of the 
last three stars. Reverse dentilation fades on later strikes. 

Discussion: R1 , easily the commonest 1829 . 65-60-60-60-60-60. At least 

V4 dozen MS examples are known, and several more borderline Uncs. 
The best of the variety is presently the Helfenstein piece, which has 
been traced back to the Wilson sale (1 OOT') . Cent 3 commands no variety 
premium . 


Cent-4 *6 Left N-8 (8-F) 

PLC NR, close to C 

Obverse 4: Stars 6 and 11 point between dentils, and stars 4,5,7,10,13 

nearly do. Sixth star points left of the coronet tip. Date has short 1 . 
This die has bold, well-rounded dentils. Faint inner circle strings 
dentil-tips, strongest at *1-2 and *4-6. First star is directly off the 
bust-tip — the only 1 829 cent thus . LIBERTY has L recut at bottom, 

I high and boldly recut at top, BER joined at bases, BE joined at tops, 
with E strongly recut at center-bar. 

Reverse D: Key leaves point NR, NR, R— , NR. Several light die— scratches 

slope upwards low between FA. In ONE CENT, both E*s tilt left and 
T tilts right. Tiny center dot fades away. This is a later use of 
Reverse J of 1 828 (’28 C11). 

Striking variations: Almost always found well— struck, but with right stars 

flatter than left. As the dies wear the dentilation fades and reverse 
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center dot vanishes. Occasionally found with a light rim break between 
*9,10, cinother between *7,8 and another over CA. These do not extend 
past the dentils. Sometimes found with reverse upset rotated 180 
from its normal orientation. One example (Good) was reported in the 
Davis-Steinberger supplement in 1954 and again in W . E. Johnson's 
LC1 67B and C in 1 968 with "heavy break tip of coronet to over LIB". 
This ghost has refused to materialize and is likely a gouged coin. Has 
anybody seen this "break"? 


Discussion: R1 +, another common one. 65-65-65-65-65-65. The highest 

census of the year, but only totalling around a dozen MS examples. 
Surprisingly, most MS examples are choice. I know of slightly more 
65's than 60's. These are followed by over a dozen AU's. The French— 
Helfenstein coin is followed closely by the Newcomb, Taylor, and a few 
others. Another Dr. French coin was listed as a "Proof" in the 1914 
ANS Exposition, but has not been traced or verified as such. There is 
no premium on this one. 


Cent-5 Wide date, 1 leans right N-9 (9-C) 

Small letters (TES apart) 

Obverse 5: Stars 7 and 10 point between dentils, and stars 1,4,5 nearly do. 

Sixth star points slightly right of coronet tip. There is a strong inner 
circle K4-K1 2. Date is widely spaced with a short 1 that leans far right. 
The first star is much farther from the bust than is the 1 . LIBERTY has 
I high, and strongly recut at top. Crumbling connects center— bar* of E to 
its top pendant. Left top serif and left foot of R are boldly recut below. 

Reverse E; Key leaves point SPG, R, PC, PC. Letters are small, especially 
noticeable by their isolation from each other. A-CA are widely but 
lightly recut to the left, most apparent on the final A. Faint traces also 
occasionally show to the left of ME. In CENT , E and T tilt left, N right, 
and the T is recut below its left arm. Medium, plain center dot. 

Striking variations: Usually found flatly struck on head, brow, stars, parts 

of wreath, and from O of ONE to E of CENT. Comes with tops of all 
A's in legend open but these fill in with crumbling — first A2, then A3, 
finally A1 . Remnants of the opening often show on the filled A's, 
apparently more as a feature of striking than of die state. Obverse comes 
perfect, then (while Al is still open) develops an arc crack from rim 
thru *12, ERT, brow, top of *4 to rim. Another crack grows from this 
one,' beginning at mid-field before the eye, barely missing *4, extending 
thru *3, with a later progression thru *2 to rim over *1 . Newcomb re- 
ported additional cracks from throat and bust- tip, but I have not seem 
them . 
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Discussion: R4, quite scarce, especially above Fine. 50-50-35-35-35-35. 

These are followed by around ten more VF's and a dozen Fines. The 
best two are one in a Chicago collection and one the Kagins have (as 
"prooflike unc.") with a bad spot under the nose. Long considered the 
rarest variety of the year, this is now second rarest by a slim margin 
behind cent-8 (n-4). It readily commands a 1 .5X-2X premium. 

Cent-6 Crack *1 -3 N-3 (3-C) 

Small letters (TES apart) 

Obverse 3: Same as Cent-3 (N-2), later. 

Reverse E: Same as Cent-5 (N-9), later. 

Striking variations: Almost always bluntly struck with flat brow and stars. 

A weak area usually extends from O of ONE to E of CENT. Obverse 
cracked as on N-2. Crumbling usually fills all three A’s of the legend, 
though remnants of the openings still often show. Presence or absence 
of these remnants is more a feature of strength of strike than of die 
state. 

Discussion; R4, quite scarce above Fine, more common lower. 60-60-45- 
40-35-30. These are followed by another 30, two 25's, and at least six 
20 *s. The ANS coin (MS60) is atypical, being the only high-grade 
example that is boldly and fully struck. The other top examples are the 
Taylor, Reakirt, NN50, Kriesberg (1967-8), EAC '76, and the writer's 
coin which Jerry Bobbe found in 1973 marked "uncirculated" — a mere 
30-point overgrading (sign of the times?). In low grade, cent-6 
commands little if any premium above the usual "1829 small letters" 
price. But in higher grades it finds eager buyers at 1 .5X to 2X. 


Cent-7 Bold, complete I C: close date n-5 (5-C) 

Small letters (TES apart) 

Obverse 2; Same as Cent-2, (N-1), later. 

Reverse E: Same as Cents-5,6 (N-9, 3), later. 

Striking variations: Almost always bluntly struck on head, stars, and por- 

tions of the wreath. Generally weak from O of ONE to E of CENT. All 
A's of legend are filled, though remnants of the openings often show. 
Reverse dentilation fades and disappears . Obverse dentilation begins to 
crumble from *3 almost to *5. The weaker strikes generally show strong 
radial flow lines thru the legend. Surprisingly, the later strikes are 
generally sharper than the earlier, supporting the contention that these 
weaknesses are a striking feature rather than a die feature. 
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Discussion: R3, scarce, but the commonest 1 829 small letters . 60-50 45 

40 - 35 - 35 . This is followed by at least nine 30-coins and over a dozen 
20-25. One of the Kagin sales in 1969 had one "near unc." which may 
be in the top dozen or so. The best ones are Taylor, a Brooklyn collec- 
tion, Hines, the writer’s coin, NN 50, and Downing, all of which are 
flatly struck. A few of the 30's are well-struck, but so far none of the 
best ones are. As the commonest 1829 small letters variety, Cent-7 
commands no premium above that normally drawn by this scarce type. 

Cent-8 Bold, complete I C: doge date N-4 (4-D) 

Crack thru R 

Obverse 2: Same as Cent-2 (N-1), later. 

Reverse F: Key leaves point PC-, PC, PC, C-. First A of AMERICA is 

dotted by a dentil. A leaftip is centered under the left foot of final A, 
which is very near the stem. Medium center dot, generally rather flat. 

Striking variations: Almost always quite flatly struck, with flat brow, top 

of head, stars. Usually weak from O in ONE to E in CENT . Often quite 
flat on lower curl and much of the wreath. Obverse is now at its latest, 
with rim break between *4,5 into the inner circle, extending shallower 
down to *3, and additional light rim crumbling below *11 . 

Reverse is cracked from rim thru R to wreath — the first wheelspoke 
crack. 

Discussion: R4+, nearly rare — the scarcest 1829. 60-55-35-25-20-20. 

This is followed by at least nine Fines and a couple of unverifieid higher 
grades ("20" C. W. Foster 6/54 and "40" Kabealo 5/53- possibly same 
coin as the 35 above). The ANS coin is stand-alone finest — prooflike, 
exceptionally sharply struck, a real beauty. This is followed by the 
Slife coin, the writer’s coin, and one in a Chicago collection. In G-VG 
cent-8 is mildly difficult. Above Fine it is a genuine challenge. The 
usual 2X premium climbs sharply in higher grades. 

Cent-9 *6 well right of tip N-7 (7-D) 

Wheelspoke cracks 

Obverse 6: Star 12 points between dentils, and stars 1 ,4,5,6,10,13 nearly 

do. Sixth star points right of coronet tip. Date is evenly spaced with 
short 1 , and 2 is a touch low. Dentils from *1 -5 have an extra lump on 
their tips, though this generally shows only on earlier strikes. First 
star is far from the bust. In LIBERTY, the L is recut below, BE are 
recut inside their tops aind are joined at their bases, T is strongly recut 
on the right, Y less so on the left. Feet of BER are even and above LI-TY . 

Reverse F: Same as Cent-8 (N-4), later. 
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striking variations: Almost always found flatly struck. Obverse always shows 

minor rust pitting above the curl on the neck. Earliest strikes show only 
the one wheelspoke crack thru R. Most have wheelspoke cracks strongly 
thru R and between D S , fainter thru ribbon at bottom and thru first A of 
AMERICA. Later strikes show these four cracks stronger and more ex- 
tended, a fifth wheelspoke thru the second T of STATES, reverse rim 
dishing at left, and a light crack joining the inner points of *1-4. The 
area from O of CENT to E of CENT is usually weak. 

Discussion: R4, quite scarce and inordinately popular. 60-60-55-50-50-50. 

ether unverified examples at AU and above include Mathewson ("60") and 
Kreisberg 2/60 ("red unc. with rub"). Below these, two 40's, three 
30 s, and around a dozen 20—25 leave the better grades fairly sparsely 
populated. The best examples are Starr, French, NN 59, ANS, and a 
couple of other 50 ’s. Cf these tip examples, only the NN 59 coin is 
sharply struck. Though not as rare as Cent-8, the great popularity of 
the wheelspoke variety often drives it up to the 2 X premium range, but 
usually 1 .5X is more accurate. 
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IT'S PENNY QUIZ TIME AGAIN 


Denis Loring 

Here’s a one-of-a-date quiz on the large cents of 1 793-1 81 4. Genius 
and/or thirty years experience is not a prerequisite: even a neophyte should 
know many of the answers; and a semi-serious variety collector, armed with 
only PENNY WHIMSY (PW) and PENNY-WISE (P-W), can aspire to a perfect 
score. There are even bonus questions to test the hard-core variety nuts. 
Grab your pencil ! 

1 793 (5 points) How is the PW description of S-1 6 incorrect (other than 
changes in Rarity, Basal Value, CC)? 

1794 (7 points) Two reverse dies, currently well-separated in the emission 
sequence, are actually punch-linked, very similar in appearance, aind 
were probably made by the same engraver at the same time. Name 
them. 

1 795 (4 points) Consider the unlisted subvariety ”S-76c: thick planchet, 
plain edge". Is this subvariety common, rare, extremely rare, or 
non-existent? 

1 796 (3 points) What is the commonest 1 796 variety? The rarest? 

1 797 (4 points) How can you recognize Reverse G at a glance? 

1798 (5 points) Of S-1 61 , 166, 175, and 180, which are known with a perfect 
reverse die? 

1 799 (5 points) Your S-1 88 is on a smooth brown pleinchet. Is this unusual? 
Why, or why not? 

1 800 (6 points) Rank in order of increasing rarity: S-203 without the 

reverse incusations; NC2 with the obverse rimbreak; S-1 97 without the 
"Q" break; S-210 with the obverse crack. 

1 801 (4 points) You cherrypick an 1 801 cent with Obverse 9, VG7, but the 
fraction aind left stem are obliterated. How can you tell quickly if it's 
the NC3? 

1 802 (4 points) Name three varieties usually found with heave obverse 

incusations. Which of the three is least rare without the incusations? 

1803 (6 points) Some specialists assert that Reverse Q experienced two 
interrupted marriages in the following order: S-263 , 264, 263 , 264. 

Is there any concrete , irrefutable evidence for this contention? If so, 
what is it? 

1804 (4 points) Of the three die break variations of S-266, between which 
two is the disparity in rarity the greatest? Between which two is it 
the smallest? 

1 805 (4 points) Why do type collectors often favor the cents of 1 805? 

1 806 (5 points) Approximately how many specimens of S-270 are known with 
a heavy rim break over TY, extending about 6 mm. to the right of Y? 
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1 807 (6 points) 

1 808 (4 points) 

1 809 (3 points) 
unusual? 


Rank the six varieties of 1 807 in order of increasing rarity. 
Are the PW plates for 1808 accurate? If not, what’s wrong? 
Your 1 809 cent has a VG obverse but a VF reverse. Is this 


1810 (6 points) What characteristic do the obverse of S-281 and S-285 share, 
which S-282, 283, and 284 do not? 

1811 (4 points) Why is it felt that S-287 precedes S-286? 

1 81 2 (5 points) Which came first, the large date 1 81 2's or the small dates? 
Give a reason, involving obverses only. 

1 81 3 (3 points) Is the 1 81 3/1 2 in fact a new variety of 1 81 3? Why, or why not? 

1 81 4 (3 points) VF-AU 1 81 4's are often found in one particular color which 
seems characteristic of the year. What is it? 


Bonus 1 (8 points) List the following varieties of 1794 in order of increasing 
rarity: S-1 8a, 19a, 33 , 37 , 39 , 52 , 63 , 66. 


Bonus 2 (9 points) Of 1 798 S-1 57 through 1 64, which one was struck first? 
How do we know? 


Bonus 3 (4 points each) Identify the following varieties: 

a. Lower half of F double-punched; 

b . E of AMERICA cut over M . 

Bonus 4(5 points each, 25 for all four correct) Identify the variety, grade, 
and pedigree of the following: 

a. The finest known 1793 Wreath cent; 

b. The finest known 1794 Head of '93; 

c. The finest known 1801 cent; 

d. The most valuable Turban Head cent. 

Maximum possible score is 150 (100 regular, plus 50 bonus). 

Send your answer sheet to Denis Loring, Box 1 61 , Back Bay Annex, 
Boston, Massachusetts, 02117. All entries must be postmarked no later than 
June 15, 1977. The highest scoring paper wins a prize (copper, of course). 

Now here’s the kicker, designed to make the contest just a little bit 
fairer for the less-experienced collector: everyone will get crecit for any bonus 
questions answered correctly. However, in order for an advanced collector 
(and you know who you are) to be eligible for the prize, his winning score must 
include at least 25 bonus points . 

Correct answers will appear in the July 15 issue of PENNY-WISE. Good 

luck! 


And just to sweeten the pot, PENNY-WISE will award the top ten winners 
with some coin envelopes, courtesy of Jon Hanson. 
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Moywgraphs on 

Varieties of United States Large Cents 

1793 _ 1794 

Edited hs 


John W. Adams 



This 224-page hardcover anthology contains reprints of articles by such noted copper 
experts as Sylvester Sage Crosby, Edward Maris, Edward Frossard, William Wallace Hayes, 
Thomas L. Elder, and S. Hudson Chapman, as well as numerous illustrations, including 
the famous Levick plate. As John W. Adams points out in the foreword, some of the 
articles contain information which has been outdated by more recent research. Nonethe- 
less, this anthology presents a vast body of information about large cents. By select- 
ing articles which marked major advances in the collection of large cents, Adams has 
compiled a comprehensive history of the origins and development of early copper collect- 
ing. This valuable reference work, further enhanced by a new guide to the rarity and 
value of large cents by Denis Coring, is a must for all large cents enthusiasts. 


$20.00 (postpaid) 

Quarfermon Publicafions, Inc. 

5 South Union Street 
Lawrence, Massachusetts 01843 
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BOOK review 


by Milton Pfeffer 


Quartermaster Publication, Inc. has just released MONOGRAPHS ON 
VARIETIES OF UNITED STATES LARGE CENTS 1793-1794, edited by 
John W. Adams. In size, style, and physical make-up, it is similar to the 
companion volume edited by Denis W. Loring which dealt with the cents of 
1 795 to 1 803 . It continues the quality reprints which we have come to expect 
from this publisher. 


The present hardcover volume of 205 pages contains facsimile repro 
ductions of: 

1 . "The United States Cents of 1793" by S . S. Crosby, as published 
in the American Journal of Numismatics , April, 1869. 

2. "The United States Coinage of 1793 - Cents and Half Cents" by 
S. S. Crosby (1897). 

3. 'Varieties of the Copper Issues of the United States' Mint in the 
Year 1794", by Edward Maris, M.D, (1869). 

4. "VcU^ieties of the Copper Issues of the United States* Mint in the 
Year 1794", 2nd Ed., by Edward Maris, M.D. (1870). 

5. Selections from "Monograph of United States Cents and Half Cents 
Issued Between the Years 1793 and 1857", by Ed. Frossard (1879). 

6. 'Varieties of United States Cents of the Year 1794, Described and 
Illustrated", by Ed. Frossard and W. W. Hays (1893). 

7. "Varieties of United States Cents of the Year 1794, Described and 
Illustrated", by Ed. Frossard and W. W. Hays (1910 Edition by 
Thomas L. Elder). 

8. "The United States Cents of the Year 1794, Second Edition, by 
S . Hudson Chapman (1 92^ . 

These studies are preceded by a fine essay, in which John W. Adams dis 
cusses the origins of large cent collecting and reviews the significant literature 
for the coppers of 1 793 and 1 794 in a most interesting manner. John Adams 
always makes for good reading , and this is no exception . 

As one reads the reprinted articles, themselves, their pioneering nature 
is evident. Crosby, Maris, and Frossard were each a sort of Captain Cook 
engaged in a voyage of discovery, and that feeling comes through delightfully. 
Apart from content, the facsimile method of reprinting the articles, by 
exhibiting the printer's type and style of bygone days, evokes the feeling of 
those days and enhances one's enjoyment in reading the studies. 

In these pages. Dr. Maris, the Quaker, still used "thine" and Frossard 
referred to "tete echevelee" or "cheveux epars", the French description of 
Miss Liberty's 1793 disheveled look. 

Even if modem research has corrected and added to the learning of older 
studies, nevertheless the luster of their discoveries has not been tarnished by 
time and reading their works is still pleasurable and still instructive. 
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Although one could not guess it from the title of the ainthology, this 
volume is much for half cent students as well, i refer to Crosby's descrip- 
tions of the 1793 half cents and to Maris* descriptions of the 1794's. From 
a half cent point of view, my chief regret is that the selections from 
Frossard's "Monograph" did not include his Pialf cent writings. A word of 
caution is needed here; the half cent die marriages shown on Crosby's plate 
are correct, but the text unfortunately has letter and numerical transpositions 
which the reader must allow for . The die descriptions are accurate, however 

The plates, themselves, are really quite good when compared with the 
originals. Among those reproduced is the famous Levick plate of 1869. 

Finally, Denis Coring has an up-to-date rarity guide and table of value 
factors of the large cent varieties of 1 793 and 1 794. 

Write to Quarterman Publications, Inc., 5 South Union Street, Lawrence 
Massachusetts, 01843 to order your copy. The price is $20. cind is well 
worth it! 

EAC WINS APPROVAL !!!!!!!! 

PENNY-WISE is happy to announce that, on April 30, 1977, EAC was 
notified by IRS that it had been approved for tax exempt status under section 
501 (c) (3) of the Code. This status becomes effective as of June 4, 1976, 
the date that the first application was submitted. 

Although our most recent submission of the application was rejected at 
first, IRS granted approval after additional information was submitted during 
an appeal. 

Donors may now deduct contributions to EAC as provided in section 1 70 
of the IRS Code. Bequests, legacies, devises, transfers, or gifts to EAC 
are deductible for Federal estate and gift tax purposes if they meet the 
applicable provisions of sections 2055, 2106, and 2522 of the Code. 

Additional information on the above will be made available in subsequent 
issues of P-W. Because our tax exempt status also carries certain postal 
pris/ileges, we hope that you will receive the current issue under a new mail- 
ing permit which is at greatly reduced rates. 

P-W ^TENDS THANKS TO JON HANSON 

E. Jon Hanson, P. O. Box 5499, Beverly Hills, CA, 90210, has very 
generously donated 1 ,000 coin envelope inserts to P-W. These will be used 
as prizes for various quiz contests and other events to be run in this 
bulletin throughout 1977. P-W extends its sincere thanks to Jon Hanson for 
his gracious gift. 

************* 
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‘CAN I REMOVE IT FROM THE 2x2?" 


/ This cartoon by Roger Hurlburt was discovered recntly in P-W's files. 

/ It was submitted too late for publication many months ago, and then Roger re- 
( signed from EAC, so the series has not been continued. We thought you’d get 
\ a laugh out of it, so here it is: "Mr. Copperhead". 



Reinstatements 


Greg Krill, #554 
William Rubin, #429 
James E. Skalbe, #377 

New Members 


#639 Thomas Tingley, 1 1 1 3 Offnutt Blvd . , Bellevue, NE 68005 

#640 Terru P. Cruthirds, 4694 Chickasaw, Memphis, TN 38117 

#641 William A. LaPietra, 969 Spring Lane, Lake Forest, IL 60045 

#642 David R. Palladino, 4 Mohawk Road, Marblehead, MA 01945 

#643 Martin J. Deeran, P. O. Box 169, Boston, MA 02101 

#644 Anton E. Christensen, 416 Royal Court, Palatine, IL 60067 

#645 Harold W. Hauser, P. O. Box 150, Glen Ridge, NJ 07028 

#646 Donald J. Montabana, 345 S . 1 9th Street, Philadelphia, PA 19103 

#647 Larry Knee, 1321 -31st Avenue, Greeley, CO 80631 

#648 Fulton G. Keagle, 780 Bowen Road, Elma, NY 14059 

#649 Eric Von Klinger, P. O. Box 42, Franklin, OH 45005 

#650 Charles M. Folz, Jr., 91 McCall Avenue, W. Islip, NY 11795 

#651 Cox Robert Crider, Box 988, Mexia, TX 76667 

#652 GaryD. Hendrickson, 1 7 Garden Court, East Crank Forks, MN 56721 

JON HANSON Box 5499, Beverly Hills, Californis, 90210 or 

c/o New Netherlands Coin Go., Inc. , 1 W. 47th Street, N^ York City 

NY 10036 

WANTED: United States half cents, including: Finest Knowns, 

extreme rarities, high Condition Census specimens, true Mint 
State examples prior to 1809, and an 1811 in GEM or true Unc. 

All correspondence cheerfully answered. Thank you. 


HIGHEST PRICES PAID 


* 

* BUYING UNITED STATES HALF CENTS AND LARGE CENTS 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* We have a great need for better grade Early and Late Date large 

* cents and half cents. Proper attributions and grading necessary. Please 

* bear in mind that we are dealers and that the coins are for resale. You 

* may ship directly to us for our offer or to our bank. Write for details 

* concerning the latter method. 

t FIRST COINVESTORS, INC. 

* 200 I.U. Willets Road 

* 

* 

* 

**j|t**5|!5|C********!t!*!|C5|:**********5(CJ|C***j(:*******************=t!******=|C*****S|tSt=(! 


Albertson, New York 11507 
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BOOK REVIEWS OF OTHER RELEASES 


'•COLLECTOR/INVESTOR GUIDEBOOK AND INVENTORY” by Sanford J. 

Durst, Esq. Published by SJD Numismatic Publications, New York 

City, 1977. Price; $15. 

Sanford J. Durst, Esq. is a graduate chemical engineer, a practicing 
attorney in the state of New York, a tax lawyer, a professional numismatist, 
a book publisher and distributor, and now an author. His book, as listed 
above, was written to serve as a guide to collectors, investors, and dealers; 
and to make persons more acutely aware of factors which affect them in their 
pursuits . I 

Durst has provided, in his text, information on tax planning, estate and 
gift taxes, income and capital gains taxes, retirement funds, insurance, 
charitable donations, even advice to the inheritor of a collection, and 
instructions to a successor. More specifically, he writes of authentication 
procedures; shipping; safekeeping, locks, and safes; using a collection as 
collateral; and getting one's collection appraised. He devotes five pages to 
auctions and how to participate, either as a consignor or a bidder. 

In an Appendix, Durst lists the names and addresses of national numis- 
matic and philatelic associations and publications. He provides a copy of the 
Hobby Protection Act, and he discusses coin and stamp grading . A 50-page 
inventory is included, wherein one can list his assets. 

This 1 24-page book provides considerable material of value and many 
helpful hints which should help the individual collector to better conduct his 
hobby and to more safely preserve his numismatic (and/or philatelic) 
collection. The book is informative to the novice and provocative and a re- 
minder to the advanced collector. This book is the first of its kind on this 
particular subject; and, in this respect, it deserves your consideration. 

************* 

Durst's most recent release is "EARLY AMERICAN COPPERS 
ANTHOLOGY", now selling for $39.95 (it was originally offered to EACers 
through P-W at a reduced price prior to publication) . Bound in a copper- 
colored, durable, hard cover are 545 pages bearing reprints of previous 
publications by Crosby, Frossard and Hays, S. Hudson Chapman, Gilbert 
and Elder, Clapp and Newcomb, Andrews, and Kosoff's catalogue of the Oscar 
Pearl collection. Only 1 ,000 copies of the book were printed, and more than 
600 have already been sold. 

Your Editor was most interested in the reproduction of Frank D. 

Andrews' "U.S. COPPER CENTS 1816-1857", for it contains the attribution 
tables by mintage years which were later adopted and enlarged upon by Howard 
Newcomb. Half cent collectors will rejoice, too, in seeing reprints of 
articles on their specialty, as originally written by Crosby, Gilbert, and 
Frossard . 

The book is printed on good quality paper, and the plates are quite accept- 
able. There are no preface, appendices, or qualifying remarks - the book is 
strictly an anthology of old texts, presented for your interest and for your 

comparison with modern-day publications. 

^ ************* 
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COMMENTS OF A CANDIDATE 


Wm. R. T. Smith 

To those of you who do not know me other than by name, I would like to 
introduce myself. I have collected U.S. coins for 35 of 39 years, with all 
my attention focused on early coppers since I joined EAC. I have even 
collected stamps on occasion. I am also a runner, which may tell it all. 
Professionally, I am involved in data processing and finance. 

In terms of the future of Early American Coppers, Inc. , I am most 
concerned with the dues structure. I expect the dues to be reduced to $15. 
per year at the maximum, hopefully less . There are certainly other sources 
of revenue to be teipped, all consistent with the purposes of the organization. 

A recent example was the auction at our annual convention. Also, there are 
clearly savings to be made in our expenses, particularly in the publication 
of PENNY-WISE. To date, I am sure that our dues structure has caused 
members to drop out as well as to discourage many others from joining. 

I would also hope to see more members getting involved in EAC insofar 
as organizational work is concerned, both nationally and regionally. Up to 
now, we have had a very dedicated, hard-working, but small group doing most 
of the work. I would also encourage every member to try his hand at writing 
an article for PENNY-WISE, 

One dream project I would like to see get started would be an extensive 
photographing effort of copper coins. This could be used both for a publica- 
tion on grading and for identification of specific coins, and for a coin 
insurance program based upon the identification of each specimen. The re- 
sults would be an amazing reference work as well as a little more peace of 
mind for those of us who like to carry a few favorite coppers to meetings. 

In the past, I have sought to contribute to P-W by writing an informative 
column giving information on coins and on various happenings related to 
collecting. Although I am in agreement with most that pertains to our hobby 
cind to our organization, some negative comments have been made - hopefully 
in as light a vein as possible, and none that have required retraction - 
unfortunately . 

JON HANSON Box 5499, Beverly Hills OA 90210 or c/o New 

Netherlands Coin Co., Inc., 1 West 47th Street, NYC, NY 10036 

FOR SALE - SPECIAL COTTON-LINED COIN ENVELOPES 

These envelopes fit perfectly inside 2x2 standard coin envelopes. 

$9.50 per hundred; $55. per thousand - postpaid. 

Humor is a hole that lets the sawdust out of a stuffed shirt. 

- Jan McKeithan, Camden County, Rat Fink 

Georgia TRIBUNE 
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MID-ATLANTIC REGIONAL EAC MEETING 


Joseph Kane 

A regional EAC meeting of the Mid-Atlantic section was held in con- 
junction with the annual Prince Georges County Coin Club Show on April 30. 
Those EAC members who attended were John Adamsj Tom Chalkley; Roger 
and Debbie Cohen, and their daughter, Kathy; Ed Fox; David Garvin; 

Millard Hajek; Joseph Kane; Steve Levy; Jim McGuigan; John Nicholas; 
Darwin Palmer; Jules Reiver; and Stuart We inburg . Guests included John 
Huffman, M. J. Rosenbaum, and Jim Simons. 

After everyone introduced himself, John Adams spoke briefly on the 
progress of his anthology on the 1 793 *s and '94 ’s. Following this, Jules 
Reiver showed slides illustrating a possible type set of large cents . The 
coins pictured included a 1 793 Chain cent, a 1 793 Wreath cent, a 1 794 
Liberty Cap, 1795 Jefferson Head, 1796 Draped Bust, 1809 Classic Head, 
1820 Matron Head, 1836 Young Head, 1841 Petite Head-Braided, eind an 
1844 Large Head-Braided. Also, slides of the so-called Silly Head and 
Booby Head cents were shown - whether these last two cents should be 
included in a general type set is debatable. 

In discussing the 1841 cent, Roger Cohen noted that the Petite Head 
used on that coin is the same head design later used on the Braided Hair half 
cent (1 849-1 857) . A great amount of discussion by those present centered 
on the Jefferson Head cent: viz. did it belong in a type set? or was it a 
pattern? and in so far as this particular coin was concerned, what was its 
grade? An open grading discussion was held, and the coin varied in range 
from about an FI 2 to a VF30 by those who ventured an opinion. 

As the meeting broke up, the group made tentative plans to meet later 
this summer, at which time a large part of that meeting will be devoted to 
a grading clinic. 

AMERICAN HALF CENTS 

the 

"Little Half Sisters" 

"The standard reference on U.S. Half Cents." 

PENNY-WISE 3/15/72 

The interesting story of these "half sisters" of the large cent, with new 
material and interpretations from date in The National Archives . 

Fully illustrated with 192 photographs of all known varieties and the 
more well-known die states. 

Quick, easy eind positive identification of the ninety^six known varieties. 

All members of the EAC should have a copy. There are meiny rare 
varieties that are worth from two to eight times catalogue. 

Regular price $15.00. 

Special to EAC members (10% off) $13.50 pxDstpaid. 

Order your copy from: Roger S . Cohen, Jr. , EAC #1 88 

4720 Montgomery Lane 
Bethesda, Maryland 20014 
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PEN(ny)MANSHIP TO THE EDITORS 


From DAVID GLADFELTER: "This note concerns eincient history, in that 
it refers to material in back issues of P-W: 

Dr. Lapp's excellent biography of Howard R. Newcomb (P-W No. 9, 
page 231) left unanswered in my mind a question regarding a distinctive fea- 
ture of Newcomb's book, 'United States Copper Cents 1816-1857), namely, 
its unusual typography. It appears that the printer took Mr. Newcomb's 
manuscript eind reproduced it directly by photo-offset, without first setting it 
in type. I had assumed that the reason for this was that Mr. Newcomb had 
prepared the manuscript by hand so meticulously that the printer preferred to 
reproduce it exactly as it was presented to him, rather than to risk error aind 
to lose the distinctive quality of personal communication. Mr. Newcomb’s 
penmanship, while not that of a calligrapher, is certainly that of a very careful, 
painstaking, and individualistic person. However, your article (p. 236) quotes 
Mr. Newcomb as saying that only the keys at the beginning of each year were 
prepared by hand cind that 'the descriptions are typewritten . . . . ' If these 
portions of the original manuscript were typewritten, th^ why would the author 
have laboriously copied them out in longhand before submitting them for publica- 
tion? Perhaps some of the old-timers who knew Mr. Newcomb personally cam 
answer this question. In any event, the result is certainly the most typo- 
graphically unusual numismatic publication which I have seen. When buying 
the book, it is almost as if you were obtaining a personally prepared copy of 
the author's own notes. 

In another issue (No. 10, p. 4), Dr. Lapp inquired about a reference to 
an article on 'humdingers'. The reference is probably to Edward R. Barnsley's 
illustrated article in THE COLONIAL NEWSLETTER for April-June, 1962." 

From DWIGHT HOSTETLER: "I am a recent member of EAC, having joined 
in 1975 in mid-year. I had the opportunity of attending for one day the EAC 
Miniconvention in Chicago. Several of my nimismatic friends planned to 
attend the International Coin Show being held in Chicago at the same time and 
they invited me to accompany them. 

We arrived in Chicago about 9A.M. and as we entered the Sheraton Coffee 
Shop, I had the pleasure of meeting Mr. Silberman and Mr. Loring. Upon 
entering the bourse, I soon spotted John Wright and imposed upon his good will 
to attribute some large cents for me. The highlight of the day was the session 
on grading, presided over by Denis Loring. As a collector for more than 30 
years and a member of numerous coin clubs, this was not my first contact with 
the grading problem. I want Denis to know how much I appreciated his dis- 
cussion and presentation of the subject - also I heartily endorse the remarks 
of Mr. Silberman at the end of the session." 

JEFF OLIPHANT sent a clipping from the March 2, 1977 issue of COIN WORLD 
which showed a birthday cake presented to large cent collector John R. 

Grellman of Prattville, Alabama on his 31st birthday by his wife, Cindy. She 
described her work accordingly: "This piece is an even 'chocolate' brown 
color, free of any pitting or rim dents. It is a Sheldon-1 variety, or the 
AMERI type. Overall, the coin grades AU50. It is truly one of the finest 
known examples of this specimen'." 

The pictures of the cake, which accompanied the article, did, indeed, show 
a perfect reproduction of this rare cent! 
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From WILLIAM R. T. SMITH: *'I do not have a final accounting from the 

EAC convention at this time. There are still a few unresolved items with 
respect to the security service, the hotel, and the auction. When these are 
cleared up, I shall close out the EAC Show account by sending our treasurer, 
John Wright, a check for the balance. I expect the amount to be on the order 
of $300." 

From ED KUCIA: "I have a suggestion that may help EAC's finances. 

EAC’s largest expense is the publication of P-W, the cost of which is defrayed 
by membership dues. My proposal is this: why not create an Associate 
membership? I'm sure that there are many wives and family members of 
EACers (such as my wife, Betty) who would be interested in joining EAC but 
are held back primarily the dues must remain high to support P-W . Why 
not charge a nominal amount - say $4. or $5. - eind give an associate member 
a number preceded by the letter A? In this way, many persons would be able 
to share in the fellowship and still not receive P-W . Why would any family 
need more than one issue of P-W? Also, because this is my brainstorm, I 
would like to propose my wife, Betty, for number A-1 in the event that an 
associate membership ever becomes a reality. In any event, this could be a 
means of raising cash for EAC and incur expenses which would be nearly nil." 

CENSUS OF THE MIDDLE YEARS 1816- 1839 

Chuck Heck 

Thirty-three members responded to the census, accounting for a total 
of 2,746 coins reported. Of the 243 different varieties, only one was not 
reported - this was the 1834 N-7, which is an R8-variety, being known in 
Proof only. Only one example of the 1839 N-15 (R7+) was reported, and two 
specimens each of the 1830 N-9 (R7+) and the 1838 N-1 6 (R8) were reported. 
Some fairly rare coins were reported in unusually large numbers, but in such 
instcinces certain members with rather large collections had more than one 
example of the same variety. For example, one collector owns four 1818 
N-4's. Not bad! 

Keep in mind that the grades are listed as they were reported, and some 
mis-attributions are to be expected with any census . Hopefully, this was kept 
to a minimum. For all the rare varieties reported, requests were made for 
pressings or for the actual coin, so that verification could be made. 

I want to thank all the thirty-three members who took the time to send me 
their information. My sincere thanks to John D. Wright for his suggestions 
and verifications. And, lastly, I would like to say a special thanks to Ted 
Haggarty for the records, information, coins, and other data which he supplied. 
His service was most helpful and greatly appreciated. 

The report follows: 
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1977 MC CENSUS 
YEARS 1816-1859 


7a r. 

>5^Reported 

Condition 

Var. 

.^^Reported 

Condition 


1816 



1818 

( cont. ) 

N-1 

8 

25,18,15,8,7,7 

N-6 

19 

60,45,30,30,20,20 

2 

15 

65,60,60,60,60, 60 

7 

15 

60,60,60,40,40,55 

3 

10 

35,30,20,20,12,12 

8 

9 

60,45,45,40,25,20 

4 

14 

65,60,60,60,45,40 

9 

15 

55,45,40,25,25,20 

5 

10 

65,60,60,25,25,20 

10 

14 

65,65,65,65,60,60 

6 

16 

60,60,45,45,40,20 


1819 


7 

13 

55,45,40,40,40,25 

N-1 

19 

65,65,60,60,50,45 

8 

13 

50,50,40,55,20,20 

2 

23 

65,60,60,60,50,45 

9 

16 

50,40,55,25,20,20 

3 

9 

50,50,50,50,12,12 


1817 


4 

9 

45,35,25,20,15,12 

S -1 

9 

50,50,40,40,12,12 

5 

6 

40,50,20,15,12,10 

2 

10 

65,55,50,50,20,20 

6 

11 

55,50,45,25,25,20 

3 

11 

60,40,40,55,12,12 

7 

6 

45,40,25,12,8,4 

4 

11 

50,45,25,20,20,18 

,7 

14 

65,65,60,60,55,20 

5 

11 

60,50,40,40,55,55 

9 

16 

60,60,60,30,25,25 

6 

12 

60,60,60,55,40,15 

10 

10 

60,50,25,20,10,7 

7 

8 

60,50,40,25,12,10 


1820 


8 

12 

65,60,50,45,35,55 

N-1 

10 

60,60,40,12,12,12 

9 

16 

60,60,55,50,50.30 



r 




2 

12 

55,50,40,40,55,25 

10 

11 

55,50,50,40,30,50 

3 

18 

65,55,50,50,20,20 

11 

12 

60,60,40,55,35,15 

4 

6 

50,40,30,30,20,4 

12 

7 

55,15,12,8,7,6 

5 

10 

55,40,40,20,20,20 

13 

12 

65,65,60,60,40, 40 

6 

6 

60,45,45,20,12,10 

14 

9 

70,65,60,60,40,20 







7 

7 

65,55,40,40,20,10 

13 

11 

45,35,30,25,20,15 

8 

5 

40,25,25,12,8 

16 

19 

60,60,55,40,40,50 







9 

11 

50,55,25,15,12,10 

17 

6 

55,25,12,8,8,4 

10 

12 

65,50,45,30,25,20 


1818 


11 

13 

60,55,55,40,25,15 

N-1 

14 

65,65,45,30,25,25 

12 

10 

65,65,60,50,25,20 

2 

12 

50,45,45,25,25,20 

13 

15 

70,65,65,65,65,65 

y 

15 

55,55,45,40,35,30 

14 

5 

50,40,15,10,4 

A 

12 

30,25,20,12,12,10 

15 

10 

70,65,60,50,15,12 

5 

9 

50,40,50,15,10,10 
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Var. 

# Reported 

Condition 

Var. 

^Reported 

Condition 


1821 



1826 


N-1 

15 

60,50,40,30,25,12 

N-1 

15 

60,60,55,50,20,20 

2 

25 

60,55,45,45,35,30 

2 

DOES NOT EXIST 


1822 


3 

11 

60,40,35,30,25,20 

N-1 

11 

60,60,35,25,20,20 

4 

12 

60,50,40,30,12,7 

2 

8 

65,60,55,45,18,6 

5 

18 

65,60,45,25,20,15 

3 

16 

65,60,60,50,35,30 

6 

14 

65,60,45,45,40,30 

4 

14 

65,65,60,50,40,25 

7 

15 

60,55,50,45,40,30 

5 

11 

60,60,25,20,20,12 

8 

10 

60,40,30,25,12,10 

6 

11 

65,60,50,40,35,12 

9 

14 

60,50,45,40,40,40 

7 

7 

25,20,20,15,7,4 


1827 


8 

7 

35,25,12,10,7,6 

N-1 

12 

50,50,35,25,20,20 

9 

5 

10,7,6,5,4 

2 

9 

50,45,40,40,30,20 

10 

16 

60,60,35,25,20,12 

3 

10 

55,35,30,20,15,15 

11 

15 

60,50,40,40,40,20 

4 

10 

55,40,40,30,20,8 

12 

6 

40,20,15,12,8,4 

5 

17 

60,50,45,15,15,15 

13 

4 

15,7,4,3 

6 

11 

60,40,35,30,25,15 


182-5 


7 

13 

65,60,50,50,45,35 

N-1 

22 

60,50,35,30,30,25 

8 

9 

55,55,40,30,30,18 

2 

14 

40,35,20,20,15,12 

9 

9 

55,40,40,35,25,20 




10 

6 

45,30,12,12,10,7 


1824 


11 

22 

65,60,60,50,45,40 

N-1 

16 

40,40,40,40,30,15 

12 

4 

25,10,7,5 

2 

23 

65,60,60,45,30,15 




3 

13 

50,40,35,30,25,20, 


1828 


4 

15 

60,45,45,35,20,20 

N-1 

13 

60,55,30,15,15,12 

5 

7 

30,20,12,10,8,5 

2 

10 

65,55,50,40,30,25 




3 

8 

55,30,20,15,12,8 


1825 








4 

5 

20,12,12,8,7 

N-1 

7 

40,^0,15,15,8,5 







5 

10 

45,40,30,15,12,12 

2 

13 

65,60,60,30,30,20 

6 

17 

65,65,60,60,40,35 

3 

8 

70,45,45,40,20,12 

7 

7 

60,25,25,20,20,15 

4 

7 

55,45,40,40,10,8 

8 

6 

65,40,30,20,18,10 

5 

DOES NOl 

' EXIST 

9 

6 

50,50,40,30,30,3 

6 

13 

55,50,45,30,30,30 

10 

19 

60,50,40,35,18,15 

7 

11 

55,40,40,40,30,30 

11 

12 

60,55,50,40,40,40 

8 

12 

60,30,25,20,12,12 

12 

5 

20,15,12,8,7 

9 

11 

60,50,40,35,20,10 




10 

13 

50,40,40,20,18,12 
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Var. 

.^Peoorted 

Condition 

N-1 

1829 

7 

60,60,20,20,20,10 

2 

18 

60,60,50,45,40,35 

3 

7 

30,30,25,15,10,8 

4 

6 

35,20,12,10,4,4 

5 

11 

35,30,30,30,30,25 

6 

11 P 

,60,45,45,40,40,40 

7 

9 

30,30,25,20,20,12 

8 

16 

65,50,35,35,30,25 

9 

8 

50,25,20,12,12,10 

N-1 

18^0 

18 

60,60,45,45,40,30 

2 

11 

70,50,40,35,25,25 

3 

10 

65,50,40,30,10,10 

4 

17 

65,60,55,50,50,40 

5 

7 

20,15,15,12,8,7 

6 

13 

60,50,30,20,15,15 

7 

6 

55,30,30,20,20,12 

8 

15 

60,60,50,40,35,30 

9 

2 

7,7 

10 

10 

25,20,15,12,12,7 

11 

4 

15,12,12,5 

N-1 

18^1 

11 

60,60,60,45,30,20 

2 

11 

50,50,35,35,30,25 

3 

18 P 

,65,65,65,60,60,40 

4 

6 

55,25,20,15,6,5 

5 

8 

25,20,12,10,10,6 

6 

17 

65,60,55,45,45,40 

7 

13 

65,65,60,40,40,30 

8 

11 

60,60,40,40,30,18 

9 

11 

50,50,45,45,30,25 

10 

6 

50,45,45,30,25,5 

11 

20 

65,60,55,55,40,40, 

12 

18 

65,65,55,50,40,30 

13 

OOPS- NO' 

r 7XTST 

14 

8 

35,30,15,8,8,8 


Var. 

.^Reported 

1832 

Condition 

N-1 

20 P 

,60,60,55,50,40,35 

2 

13 

65,60,45,40,35,30 

3 

22 

1833 

65,65,60,40,40,40 

N-1 

17 

60,55,50,50,40,35 

2 

14 

65,60,60,30,30,20 

3 

15 

65,65,60,50,40,25 

4 

9 

65,60,45,40,35,25 

5 

14 

70,60,60,50,35,30 

6 

15 

1834 

65,60,50,50,45,40 

N-1 

22 

65,60,60,45,40,40 

2 

22 

60,60,50,50,40,40 

3 

16 

70,60,60,40,40,35 

4 

16 

60,60,55,50,45,45 

5 

11 

60,55,50,45,45,20 

6 

12 

50,45,45,40,40,30 

7 

PROOF ONLY-NONE REPORTED 
1835 

N-1 

15 

65,50,50,40,35,35 

2 

8 

60,40,35,30,20,7 

3 

8 

50,40,30,20,15,15 

4 

5 

15,12,12,8,8 

5 

10 

65,65,50,40,35,30 

6 

11 

65,60,40,40,30,25 

7 

18 

65,60,50,40,40,40 

8 

8 

70,60,60,40,25,20 

9 

10 

50,45,15,12,12,10 

10 

6 

30,15,12,12,7,6 

11 

6 

30,12,8,8,7,6 

12 

7 

35,30,20,12,12,10 

13 

8 

40,25,20,10,10,8 

14 

17 

65,65,65,60,55,40 

15 

11 

60,60,40,25,20,15 

16 

9 

60,60,60,40,20,20 

17 

SAME AS 

N-7 

18 

6 

20,15,12,10,7,6 
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Var. 

T Reported 

Condition 

Var. ^Reported 

Condition 


1836 


1838 

( cont. ) 

N-1 

10 

65,55,40,25,20,20 

N-10 11 

60,60,60,45,30,20 

2 

9 

60,60,50,35,25,20 

11 13 P 

,60,60,60,60,50,25 

'Z 

J 

11 

65,60,60,60,55,50 

12 10 

65,60,50,40,40,25 

4 

12 

50,45,40,35,20,20 

13 SAMS AS 

N-11 

5 

6 

60,55,35,20,15,8 

14 5 

45,20,15,15,8 

6 

11 

65,60,60,55,50,50, 

15 3 

30,30,12 

7 

3 

60,55,6 

16 2 

60,12 


1837 


1822 


N-1 

6 

60,60,55,20,10,1 

N-1 13 

50,40,40,25,25,20 

2 

6 

60,60,45,40,30,25 

2 20 

65,60,60,40,40,40 

3 

14 P 

,60,55,45,40,25,20 

3 16 

70,65,60,60,50,50 

4 

8 

65,60,55,50,40,35 

4 13 

65,65,65,60,60,40 

5 

9 

65,65,60,45,40,25 

5 16 

65,65,60,60,40,35 

6 

9 

65,60,60,40,40, 40 

6 8 

60,60,50,50,20,20 

7 

23 

65,60,60,60,55,50 

7 7 

65,60,60,45,25,15 

8 

SAMS AS 

N-7 

8 24 

70,65,65,60,50,50 

9 

13 

60,60,60,60,45,25 

9 15 

70,65,60,60,60,50 

10 

13 

65,60,60,60,45,20 

10 8 

55,50,40,40,15,12 

11 

12 

65,60,60,55,30,30 

11 7 

65 , 65 , 60 , 40 , 40,15 

12 

13 

70,60,55,45,40,35 

12 6 

50 , 40 , 35 , 25 , 8,3 

13 

8 

65,65,60,50,50,25 

13 9 

65 , 65 , 60 , 60 , 30,30 

14 

7 

65,65,60,35,12,12 

14 7 

65,60,60,40,30,20 

15 

8 

55,50,50,40,25,15 

15 1 

55 

16 

6 

60,60,45,40,35,12 



17 

7 

50,40,35,25,20,15 

NOTE: 3 coins 

reported as 1835 


1838 


N-17: 40,10,5. 


N-1 

11 

60,60,60,55,50,45 

7 coins 

repotted as 1837 

2 

13 

65,65,65,60,40,30 

N-8: 60,40,40, 

35 , 30 , 20 , 15 . 


10 

65,50,45,40,40,30 

2 coins 

reported as 1838 

4 

19 

60,60,60,55,55,50 

N-13: 60,12. 


5 

6 

60,60,60,55,35,6 

All were 

listed in their 

6 

13 

65,60,60,55,40,30 

respective correct places. 

7 

10 

65,60,60,60,45, 40 



8 

7 

65,65,50,45,20,15 



9 

10 

65,60,50,45,20,15 
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HALF CENTS CATALOGUE SALES: ADDENDA 


Milton B, Pfeffer 
1 832 G-1 , C-2 


The obverse in its early use is unbroken and fairly sharp, even though it 
had seen earlier service in the press. The bottom of the figure 8 is partly 
double-cut, or perhaps blemished, in all the varieties struck from this die, 
as Comm. W. C. Eaton noted. There is no catalogue discussion of the stars 
at the right, which sometimes show traces of being double-struck, especially 
the twelfth star. At first, I felt the star was double-cut, but later abandoned 
the idea. 

The early reverse die state is unbroken. Comm. Eaton notes that the N 
in UNITED is always double-cut. Later on, the two A’s in AMERICA eind the 
S and E in STATES are re-cut, which Comm. Eaton also notes. Gilbert writes 
that some of the letters of HALF CENT are double-cut, but it is not clear 
whether this is so at the start. In the late state of the die, a faint crack 
appears from rim to wreath, through T and E of STATES (Alvord 1 75; Neil 
2262; McVitty 36; Merkin 127, March 15, 1967; Bolender 379, June 14, 1944; 
and the ANS specimen) . 

The fact that the G-1 reverse cracked, whereas the G-3 reverse did not, 
leads me to believe that G-1 was probably the second variety struck in 1 832 
(G-2 having preceded it), aind that G-3 is last in this year's emission sequence. 

As Walter Breen noted, because of a striking peculiarity, the borders of 
the 1832 varieties (like 1831) sometimes are beaded rather than dentilated, 
in whole or in part. 

Add the following Uncirculated offerings: (21) T, L. Elder 273 (June 19-20, 
1936); (22) T. L. Elder 416 (Jan. 28-29, 1938) designated G-2, but identifiable 
as G-1 from description (E over berry at top); (23) B. Bluestone 328 (Jem. 13-14, 
1939); (24) W. W. Neil 2262 (B . M . Mehl, June 17, 1947); (25) M. H. Bolender 
840 (Oct. 2, 1948) "fully red, gem"; (26) J. D. Sweyd 98 (A. Kosoff, April 30, 
May 1 , 1963): (27^ R. L. Tollett 4 (Stack's, April 2-3, 1971). 

1832 G-2, C-1 


The fact that this variety was struck from the same reverse die as the 
1831 half cent is the most likely reason, it seems to me, why it is placed first 
in the 1832 emission sequence. G. R. Ross, however, placed it in the second 
position . 

The early obverse die state is unbroken and sharp. This die had not been 
used before. Proof-like specimens (Kreisberg & Schulman 869, Feb., 1960) 
may be first strikes. The bottom of the 8 in the date is re-cut, as on all the 
1 832 varieties . The obverse die does not appear to deteriorate noticeably, 
so that die states are reckoned by observation of the reverse die. 

The reverse compass arc lines were first seen in the 1831 half cent. In 
the present variety, the guide lines between D and S, S cind O, and F eind A 
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are nearly gone. Only the line between S and O is still plain (Ruby I 281). 

It lasts longest. The so-called accessory E (actually the lower part of cin 
E) is clearly present beneath the leaf under E of STATES (Jules Reiver, 

P-W July 15, 1970, page 137). Beneath the redundant E is a very short line 
which looks as if it might have been part of still another letter (or numeral), 
or perhaps it is merely a chip in the die. The sharpness of this flaw is a good 
indication of am early state Uncirculated example, where it looks more like a 
short line rather than a dot (1976 ANA 180). The reverse, in its late state, 
shows a die break from rim to wreath, through A of STATES, which is faint 
at first and later becomes heavier (Brobston Unc.; Ruby 1 281 ; and Neil 
2263). The guide line at the bottom of S and O is still visible, but not the 
others (Ruby 1 281). 

Add these further Uncirculated offerings; (25) T. L . Elder 274 (June 1 9-20, 
1937); (26) S. H. McVitty 37 (March 22, 1938); (27) G. E. Chatillon 1671 
(Nov. 15, 1938); (28) B. B. Bluestone 329 (Jan . 13-14, 1939); (29) B. Blue- 
stone 237 (March 30, 1944); (30) S. Kaplan 380 (Nov. 18, 1944); (31) W. W. 

Neil 2263 (June 17, 1947); (32) Cornell-Oglethorpe 538 (May 30-31 , 1975); 

(33) 1976 ANA Conv. sale 180 (Stack's, Aug. 24-28, 1976). 

The Dr . French 386 (U. S . Coin Co., Dec. 5, 1917) may have reappeared 
as S. Kaplan 380, which was said to be ex Dr. French and T. J. Clarke. 

1832 G-3, C-3 


By typographical error, this variety was called G-2 in P-W 50. 

The obverse die, despite its earlier use to strike first G-2 and then G-1 , 
remains unbroken throughout its G-3 labors. The die, however, is not as 
sharp as it once was, especially the stars. I have looked for evidence of 
re-punched stars, but so far have not found it. Hence, one can conclude that 
the duller the stars, the later the die state. The 8 in the date continues to 
show its re-cutting at the bottom. There is no report of obverse rusting, 
despite the severe reverse rusting that is commonly seen. This could result 
from the fact that the reverse die, prepared in advance, had lain dormant 
and unprotected against the peril of dampness, while the obverse die had been 
at work in the press, striking G-1 and G-2, and therefore die not rust. G. R. 
Ross wrote that this obverse, in combination with his reverse C (that is, 

G-3), sometimes shows "1 of date double-cut to right". I do not find this 
confirmed by any of the cataloguers, and 1 imagine that what Ross saw was 
simply a doubling caused in striking the coin. 

I was wrong in earlier suggesting that the late state of the reverse die 
might be evidenced by the re-cut D and ES . It seems that these letters, and 
some of the central letters, especially the upper right serif of F in HALF, 
were re-cut in the die as it originally existed. I also have to reconsider my 
statement that rusting is evidence of a later die state. At this moment, I find 
this inconclusive, since it is also possible that the die was rusted before being 
put to use and that die wear gradually obliterated the rusting and dulled the die 
overall. It is also not clear whether uneven strikes (NN 61st sale 123) may 
be correlated with die states . 
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The following Uncirculated offerings should be added to those previously 
given: (18) B. Bluestone 328 (Jan . 13-14, 1939); (19)D.M. Bullowa1287 
(Sept. 10, 1941); (20) M. H. Bolender 277 (May 10, 1943); (21) M. H. Bolender 
39 (Oct. 10, 1944); (22) W . W . Neil 2264 (B.M. Mehl June 17, 1947); (23) 
Cornell-Oglethorpe 539 (May 30-31 , 1 975). 

1 833 G-1 , C-1 

Th6 early obverse die state is unbroken (L . Merkin 3, April, 1966). Al- 
though Ross says that all the examples he saw are cracked on the left, I have 
seen unbroken ones. The early state is also unclashed. Polishing from time 
to time removes clash marks, as they appear. The break in the left field is 
actually a double one at first. A prominent crack connects the 6th, 5th, and 
4th stars, and drifts down lightly to the 3rd and 2nd stars (Grand Central Conv. 
sale 22, Paramount, Nov. 1975; Chatillon 1673; Ruby I 282). At the same 
time, a break appears from the bottom of the 7th star and proceeds upwards 
faintly. Por a brief time, no crack is visible in the area between the 6th and 
7th stars (Metro. NY Conv. sale 579, New EIngland Rare Coin Auctions, 

March 25—26, 1977). Then, the two breaks meet, forming one large break 
starting in the upper field and touching all the stars on the left, except the 
bottom one. 

As clash marks appear and are polished away, new so-called proof-like 
specimens appear. The latest clash marks, found on Ruby I 284, are 
described as heavier, and include CA over the head, two-thirds of the wreath 
around the portrait, marks behind the curls, and parts of H at the throat. 

In its late state, the obverse die shows that some stars have been re- 
punched, notably, the top one on the left, to strengthen them. Successive 
polishings have dulled the high points on the die. 

The early reverse die state is unbroken and unclashed. Fairly soon, 
incusation marks are seen within the wreath. They outline the head (Sweyd 
99; NN 56th sale 455). They are lapped away, but other clash marks appear 
later. Comm. Eaton says that the H and C of HALF CENT are always seen 
double-cut in this variety. An incorrect report states that a crack appears 
from S, through the wreath, and H, the letters not being identified (Prof. M. 

S. Read 1835, T. L. Elder Feb. 23—26, 1921). However, no such crack is 
seen in 1834 G-1 , which employed the same reverse, nor even in 1835 G-2, 
where it was also used again, although Gilbert did report "a break from border 
to wreath through first S in STATES" in some 1 835 G-2's . It would seem, 
therefore, that the Prof. Read specimen was not accurately examined. I say 
this with diffidence, because Prof. Read was one of the earliest collectors of 
half cents by die states, not merely by varieties. He, Ross, Eaton, Gilbert, 
and Alvord must have been collecting and studying half cents around the same 
time - 1 91 4 to 1 924, or thereabouts . 

Uncirculated examples are simply too common to list all the catalogue 
offerings. The following, however, may be added to those previously given: 

(41) "Prominent Western Gentleman" 1432 (M. H. Bolender, Feb. 3, 1934);' 

(42) S. H. McVitty 40 (B. M. Mehl, March 22, 1938); (43) G. E. Chatillon 
1673 (B.M. Mehl, Nov. 15, 1938); (44) Dr. C.A. Allenburger 903 (B . M. 

Mehl "Royal Sale", March 23, 1948); (45) H. and A. C. Colvin 1388 (French's 
MANA sale, Cct. 28-29, 1960); (46) J. D. Sweyd 99 (A. Kosoff April 30-May 1 , 
1963); (47) 1963 ANA Conv. sale 124 (A. Gverton, Aug. 7-10, 1963); (48) 
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Grant Pierce 25 (Stack’s, May 6-8, 1965); (49) Cornell-Oglethorpe 540 
(Stack’s, May 30-31 , 1975); (50) 1975 ANA Conv. sale 3530 (Superior, Aug. 

19- 23, 1975); (51) GENA Conv. sale 140 (Pine Tree, Nov. 20-22, 1975). 

A report by B. Max Mehl in the Dr. G. F. E. Wilharm sale of Feb. 15, 

1 921 that this variety is found both with large stars (lot 1 876) aind small steu^s 
(lot 1977) has not been confirmed by any other cataloguer, to my knowledge. 

1 834 G-1 , C-1 

There is little to distinguish the obverse die states except the appearance 
of clash marks (NN 61st sale 124 and NN 63rd sale 754). First strikes are 
proof-like, as well as later strikes from dies that have been re-lapped to re- 
move the clash marks. These marks have been described by G. R. Ross 
(who mistakenly believed they evidenced another die), as follows: ’’Irregulau^ 
lines in field from before eye, touching nose and chin, to bust, and to left of 
curl and between the ribbon ends and hair". 

The early reverse die is also unclashed (GENA Conv. sale 1 41 , Nov. 

20- 22, 1975), which means that this die has been re-lapped to remove the 1833 
clash marks before being put into the press to strike the 1 834 half cents . How- 
ever, new clash marks quickly appear, are polished away, and new ones re- 
appear (Grand Central Conv. sale 23, Nov. 7-8, 1975; Chatillon 1675). Ross’ 

description of the marks, which he did not recognize as clash marks, is: "Line 
from berry above H to under highest berry and another line from leaf to left 
of berry, through berry to next leaf. Irregular lines inside wreath." 

A weak E in CENT is seen in the photo of Cleveland Coin Auction sale of 
March 7-8, 1964, lot 49, but a similar weakness is not elsewhere reported. 
Comm. Eaton writes that the H and C of HALF CENT are always re-cut. 

Add the following Uncirculated offerings to those previously given: (23) 

S. nTMcVitty 42 (March 22, 1938); (24) G. E. Chatillon 1674 (B. M. Mehl, 
Nov. 15, 1938); (25) W. B. Hale 300 (Nov. 28, 1939); (26) S. Kaplan 383 
(Nov. 18, 1944), ex Dr. G. P. French and T. J. Clarke; (27) Dr. C. A. 
Allenburger 91 6 (B . M. Mehl, Royal Sale, March 23, 1948); (28) and (29) 

H. and A. D. Colvin 1390 and 1391 (French’s MANA sale, Oct. 28-29, 1960); 
(30) 1971 ANA Conv. sale 515 (Stack’s, Aug. 10-14, 1971); (31) Essex Inst. 109 
(Stack's, Feb. 6-8, 1975); (32) Cornell-Oglethorpe 542 (Stack's, May 30-31 , 

1 975) . 

The Dr. French 389 (U.S. Coin Co., Dec. 5, 1917) might possibly have 
been resold as lot 383 in Sol Kaplan’s sale of Nov. 18, 1944, where the speci- 
men there sold was identified as ex Dr. French and T. J. Clarke. The 1946 
ANA Conv. sale, lot 1399 (Numis. Gallery) probably resold the Kaplan coin, 
which was again identified as ex Dr. French and T. J. Clarke. 

1 835 G-1 , C-2 

The frequent references in the catalogues to proof-like examples is due to 
the fact that the dies were polished from time to time to remove incusation 
marks. The dies clashed at least twice (GENA 142, Nov. 22, 1975), and pro- 
bably more often. For this reason, even late state specimens are sometimes 
described as proof-like (Gena 142, Nov. 20-22, 1975). 
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The first break to appear in the reverse die is probably the one over 
ERICA, later extending to the area below the left ribbon. Probably, the next 
break to appear is the one from tine border, into R of AMERICA (Pine Tree 
MBS, Jam. 17, 1975, lot 18). Later, this break goes into the wreath. In 
the late state, a major break appears as am arc-like or semicircular crack 
(Dr. G. F. E. Wilharm 1879), described by Proskey as "commencing at O 
in legend, extending in a semi-circle through center of H in HALF and out to 
rim through the space between UNITED STATEIS" (Coin Collector's Journal, 
1883, p. 63). The break starts faintly at the rim between D and S (Ruby I 
288). HALF CENT is seen double-cut before any of the reverse deteriora- 
tion starts (Gramd Central Conv. sale 25, Nov. 7-8, 1975). 

A few more representative Uncirculated offerings may be added to those 
previously given: (1) S. H. McVitty 43 (B . M. Mehl, March 22, 1938); (12) 
G. E. Chatillon 1 676 (B . M. Mehl, Nov. 15, 1938); (13)W. B. Hale 301 
(B. M. Mehl, Nov. 28, 1939); (1 4) S . Kaplan 384 (Nov. 18, 1944) ex Dr. 

G. P. French and T. J. Clarke; (15) M. H. Bolender 2079 (April 16, 1949). 

The Dr. French 390, sold by U.S. Coin Co. on Dec. 5, 1917, may have 
re-appeared as lot 384 in Sol Kaplan's sale of Nov. 18, 1944, where the coin 
there offered was described as ex Dr. French and T. J. Clarke. It may have 
appeared again as lot 1400 in the 1 846 ANA Conv. sale (Numis. Gallery), 
where the coin was identified as ex Dr. French. 

1835 G-2, C-1 


I was in error in saying that the obverse die had been used earlier to 
strike the half cents of 1 833 and 1 834. It was the reverse that had been so 
employed, not the obverse. 

The early state of the obverse die is unclashed amd unbroken. Probably 
the one-sided proofs were struck at this time (Brobston; and "Million Dollar 
sale" 802, Harmer, Rooke, Nov. 1969). The 5 in the date is re-cut within 
the loop. Obverse incusation marks mar the surface of the die fairly early 
(NN 61st sale 125; Sweyd 103 and 104), and they seem to appear before amy 
reverse clash marks are visible (NN 59th sale 1165). Various obverse clash 
marks are seen below the bust, behind the hair, at the ribbon, and in front of 
the bust. The fact that not all the marks are seen in any one coin suggests that 
the dies clashed more tham once, and that they were re- lapped from time to 
time, producing proof-like specimens as a by-product. A number of uneven, 
or soft, strikes are reported, which may evidence the late die state. 

The early reverse die state is unbroken (Neil 2770), notwithstanding its 
lengthy service in the press to strike 1 833 G-1 and 1 834 G-1 • No doubt, the 
die was re-lapped to remove earlier clash marks. But after a while, new ones 
are visible. The report of proof-like surfaces (Cornell-Oglethorpe 543) may 
be the result of a very early strike, or a strike from re-polished dies. 
Eventually, the die shows two small breaks . Judging from their rarity, it would 
seem that they appeared very late in the life of the die. Those breaks, both 
known to Gilbert, are: (1) a crack from the border to the second T in STATES 
(Alvord 189); and (2) a crack through the wreath from the border over the first 
S in STATES . Gilbert also noted that a small chip out of the die is sometimes 
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seen between C of CENT and the leaf below; and that OF and AM are some- 
times re-cut at the bottom. Ross said that the final S in STATES is also 
sometimes found re— cut, but that the H, F, and C in HALF CENT are always 
seen re-cut. 

Some reconsideration should be given to the probably emission sequence 
of the two 1835 varieties. Since the reverse die which was used both in 1833 
and 1834 was again used to strike one of the 1835 varieties (G-2), it is logical 
to assume that the 1835 half cent coinage started with that die in the press. 
Such an assumption also has the firtue of being simple and natural. 

But the logic does not fit into the die deterioration patterns for these two 
reverses. The new 1835 reverse (G-1) cracked quite early and quite badly, 
as seen by the vast number of broken-die coins that are around. The appear- 
ance of the great, arc-like, semi-circular crack surely forced the retirement 
of the G-1 reverse. On the other hand, the old reverse (G-2) was serviceable 
to the very end. It was completely unbroken for most of its life, and the minor 
breaks which finally appeared did not substantially impair its serviceability. 

This is the picture as I see it; when the 1 835 half cent coinage was about 
to start, two reverse dies were available. One was brand new (G-1) and the 
other quite old (G-2), having seen service both in 1833 and 1834. No doubt, 
the striking of a few specimen 1835*s was thought of, to start off production. 
Moreover, since there was every reason to believe that the new reverse 
would prove as durable as the old one, the mint personnel probably chose the 
new reverse to back up its new 1835 obverse. However, when the large, 
semi— circular crack appeared in the new reverse, that die had to be discarded. 
The Mint then called back retirement its old, reliable reverse of '33 and '34, 
which was put back into the press to complete the half cent coinage require- 
ments of 1835. Thus, the G-1 's preceded the G-2's. 

Add the following additional representative Unc . offerings from hundreds 
of listings: (17) "Prominent Western Gentleman" 1435 (M. H. Bolender, Feb. 
3, 1934); (18) S. H. McVitty44(B. M. Mehl, March 22, 1938); (19) W. B. 
Hale 302 (B. M. Mehl, Nov. 28, 1939); (20) Dr. C. A. Allenburger 929 
(B. M. Mehl, Royal sale, March 23, 1948); (21) Cornell-Oglethorpe 543 
(Stack's, May 30-31 , 1975); (22) 1975 ANA Conv. sale 71 (Superior, Aug. 19- 
23, 1975). 


* * 

* FLORIDA MATERIAL ::: BUY/TRADE * 

I * 

* * 

* Have over 1300 different Florida trade tokens, store cards, coupons, * 

* chits, mirror cards, political items, transportation tokens, wooden * 

* nickels. Buy singles and lots. Or trade U.S. Lg (t. If it reads * 

* "Florida", am interested. * 

* * 

ALLEN CORSON, BOX 261 , LR STA. , MIAMI, FL 33138 EAC #1 55; LM/ANA 

************* 
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SPECIAL OFFER TO FAC MEMBERS 


Over the years we have been friends with many if not most EAC club 
members. Perhaps you are already acquainted with our "Rare Coin Review" 
(issued several times a year), our "special Coin Letter" (issued about ten 
times a year), and the auction catalogues produced by our division, the 
American Auction Association, Inc. If not, we would like to make this special 
offer to you: We will send you without charge or obligation of any kind our 

latest large illustrated catalogue. Each issue contains many different United 
States colonial coins, half cents, large cents, and other interesting pieces. 

To receive your copy simply write "send me a free copy of your latest 
catalogue per your special EAC offer " on a note or postcard and send it to us. 
Your catalogue will be sent by return mail ! 

We are always interested in the acquisition, either for purchase or for sale 
at auction, of choice and desirable early United States coins. When you think 
of selling your collection consider us. 

Bowers and Ruddy Galleries, Inc., 6922 Hollywood Blvd., Hollywood, CA 90028 

RECENT PUBLICATIONS FOR YOUR LIBRARY 

UNITED STATES LARGE CENTS 1793-1857 

by Warren A. Lapp and Herbert A. Silberman 

This anthology, seventh in the series of "Gleanings from THE 
NUMISMATIST", contains over 100 articles published between 1895 and 1971 
on U.S. large cents and half cents, including articles by Charles Steigerwalt, 
George H. Clapp, Howard R. Newcomb, and Charles E. McGirk. It makes 
interesting reading and a valuable reference. Just the book for your 
numismatic library ! 

This book may be purchiased for $35. from Quarterman Publications, Inc., 

5 South Union Street, Lawrence, Massachusetts, 01806. 

Other recent releases for your consideration include: 

"Monographs on Varieties of United States Large Cents 1795-1803 ’ 

Edited by Denis W. Loring . Now available from Quarterman Publications 
for $30. 

"Penny Whimsy" by Dr. William H. Sheldon. A reprint of the original 1958 
publication. Available from Quarterman Publications for $25. 

****:t:3i(******j|c 

ROD BURRESS 9743 Leacrest Cincinnati, Ohio 45215 

For Sale or Trade: Complete sets of PENNY-WISE by photocopy. 

Proportionate prices for partial sets or single issues. Will accept large cents 
in trade. Write for details. 
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SWAPS & SALES 


ROBERT W. 

MILLER, SR. 

P. 

O . Box 428 Saddle Brook, 

N.J. 07662 

FOR SALE; Newcomb book. 

1956 edition, like 

new 

$60. 

1796 S-116 

AG3 

$30. 

1806 S-270 

F20 

50. 

1800 S-207 

VG10 

20. 

1 81 1 S-287 

VG10 

40. 

1802 S-231 

VG8 

18. 

1839 N-9 

VF 

15. 

S-235 

VG7 

28. 

1840 N-1a 

XF 

20. 

1803 S-243 

VG8 

15. 

1857 L'.D. 

VF 

30. 

S-250 

VglO exBitter 

20. 




OR save $61 . on the 1 1 

coins; 

$225. for the lot! 




* * * 

I|c 3|c i)e 

:|c I|c :|c 4c l|c * 4: 




DENIS W. LORING P.O. Box 161, Back Bay Annex, Boston, Mass. 02117 

FOR SALE: Two little ones, two BIG ones - 

1794 S-54 VG/AG-G $35. 

1796 S-104 LIBERTY Fair2, clean 22.50 

1800 S-195 VF30 CC-3 (CC-1 in ANS) 1,250. 

1801 NCI VF35 CC-2 by 20 points, 
ex Miller, WHS, Naftzger. Latest 

die state. An incredible coin 3,500. 

C. F. GORDON, JR. P.O. Box 246 Inverness, Florida 32650 

FOR SALE: 1 794 Sheldon-68, R5, the Hays-55 Famous "Bisecting 

Die Break" variety. Good-6, glossy steel brovyn color. Obverse is 
VG, but small pinpoint scratches in the form of an X in field opposite 
chin and throat. Reverse less sharp (as always), weaker at center 
than at periphery, with ONE CENT almost completely gone; everything 
else clear. This variety is usually lacking in all "name" cent sales. 
According to Dr. Sheldon, "bidding is always brisk when a Hays-55 is 
offered." Plate in A-Mark Sale, lot 50, ex Ray Chatham, then Tom 


Morley. Price $225. 

A. G. MILLER P. O. Box 643 Wilton, Conn. 06897 


WANTED; 1821 Large Cent in EF40-45 for date set. 

JOSEPH KANE Box 599 McLean, Va. 22101 

FOR SALE; Half cents - low grade closeout, priced cheap ! 
Send for a price list! 
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PHILLIP D. HORNER 


918 East Cherry Street Blcinchester, Ohio 45107 


FOR SALE or TRADE: 


1 PENNY WHIMSr with dust jacket (not reprint) AU $45. 

1 CENTS & HALF CENTS OF 1793 - Crosby XF 42.50 

t U.S. CENTS OF THE YEARS 1795, 1796, 1797, 1800 

Clapp-Newcomb AU 22.50 

1 THE VARIETIES OF U.S. CENTS OF 1794 

Frossard-Hays (original) VG-F 55. 

1803 S-248 Fine R5 (2 sm. rev. cuts) ex Furjanic 38.50 

1812 S-289 Nice VG, smooth planchet 25. 


First check for $200. takes entire lot, or trade for 1 794 cent VcU^ieties, 
or ? Please send those checks - the cost of building materials is 
killing me ! 


WILLIAM R. T. SMITH Box 51 4 Wilmette, Illinois 60091 


FOR SALE: Large Cents 


1794 S-17a 

R5+ 

VG10 

$800. 

1 795 

S-73 

R6- 

FI 5 

$ 500 

S-1 8a 

R7 

G6+ 

1 ,750. 

1801 

NCI 

R6 

FI 5 

1 ,000 

S-19a 

R6 

FI 2 

1 ,600. 


S-217 

R7 

G5 

1 ,000 

S-27 

R6 

VF20 

1 ,500. 

1803 

S-248 

R5 

VF30 

300 

S-68 

R5+ 

VG8 

200. 


NCI 

R6 

VF20 

1 ,750 




G. FREDERICK KOLBE P.O. Box 2097 Mission Viejo, OA 92675 


Numismatic literature is my specialty. Rare and out-of-print 
books, auction sale catalogues, periodicals, documents, etc. 
Correspondence invited ! 


WILLIAM J. PARKS 1705 N. Westmoreland Drive, Orleundo FL 32804 


FOR SALE: Large Cents 


1 823/2 

N-1 

G-5 

$22.50 

1823 

N-2 

G-4 

17.50 

1823 

N-2 

F-12 

57.50 

1841 

N-2 

VF-30 

14.50 
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COPPER FOR SALE 


HALF CENTS 


1804 

C-9, EF-45 light porosity 

45.00 


C-13, Good-5 

18.00 

1807 

C-1 , Good-5 

18.00 

1809 

C-2, Fair-2/5 

12.00 

1809/6 C-5, Fine-12 

23.00 


C-5, VG-20 

C-5, AU-50 deemed and 

37.00 


recolored 

40.00 

1809 

C-6, Good-5 

1 6.00 

1834 

C-1 , EF-40 really clean 

43.00 

1853 

C-1 , Fine-1 2 

C-1 , MS-60 25% mint red. 

24.00 


some spotting 
LARGE CENTS 

180.00 

1794 

S-31 , Very Good-7 

50.00 

1797 

S-120b, VF-20 lightly struck 


center, beautiful 
S-139, VG-1 0 rev. pitting 

175.00 


chocolate color 

26.00 


S-126, AG-3 

1 1 .00 

1801 

S-213, VF-30 light porosity 



some edge bumps 

40.00 


S-216, VF-20/1 2 

85.00 

1802 

S-225, Good-4 

11 .00 


S-231 , Very Good-7 

1 9.00 


S-232, VG-7 a few digs, dents 10.00 
S-232, Fine-12 30.00 

S-233, Fine-15/10 34.00 

S-234, VF-20/1 2 some pitting 

but still attractive 80.00 
S -238, Very Good-8/1 0 60.00 

S-242, Very Good -8 20.00 

S-239, Very Good-7 20.00 

1803 S-243, Good-5 12.00 

S -244, very Good-10 17.00 

S-246, AG-3 8.00 

S-247, Good-4 12.00 

S-250, AG-3 7.00 

S-255, Good-4/2 10.00 

S-255, Very Good-7 16.00 

S-258, Very Good-8 16.00 

S-260, AG-3 7.50 

1805 S-267, AG-3 7.50 

1806 S-270, VF-30/25 beautiful color, 

but a ding on Liberty’s eye and 
minor knife nicks about rev. rim 
Priced at Fine-1 5 100.00 

LIBERTAS AMERICANA GALLERIES 


LARGE CENTS (cont.) 


1 810 

S-283, 

Fine-1 2+ 

55.00 

1812 

S-288, 

Gcx>d-5 

11 .00 


S-290, 

Fine-1 2+ 

55.00 

1814 

S-295, 

Very Good-7/1 0 

20.00 


1834 N-4, MS-65+ Full red-mahogany 
color with full cartwheels . 
Pristine surfaces. Superb! 400.00 
1853 MS -60+/65 Light brown, 

some luster 120.00 

SMALL CENTS 

Note: All of the small cents listed 


below have full cartwheel luster. 


1881 

MS-65+, red and blazing. 



ex Furjanic 

52.00 

1905 

MS-65, same as above piece 38.00 

1907 

MS-60, mostly red 
LINCOLNS 

30.00 

1909 

VDB MS-65, orig. mint 



color 

12.50 


MS -65, It. brown 

11 .00 

1 909 

MS-60, orig. mint color 

8.00 

1909-S MS -65, 100% red and 



blazing luster 

100.00 

1910 

MS-60+, mostly red 

9.00 


MS-65, orig. mint color 

11 .00 

1911 

MS-65, orig. mint color 

14.00 

1914 

MS-60, orig. mint color 

32.00 

1 91 6 

MS-65, orig. mint color 

12.00 

1917 

MS-60+ orig. mint color 

11 .00 

1918 

MS-60+orig. mint color 

13.00 

1919 

MS-65, orig. mint color 
TWO CENTS 

1 1 .00 

1865 

MS-65+, doubled date var. 

■ J 


red just starting to fade; full 


cartwheel luster 

225.00 


ORDERING INFORMATION 


1 . Full 15 day return privilege. 

2 . All coins sent postpaid . 

3. Ohio residents add 4.5% tax. 

ALSO: For the investor or diverse 
collector we have a complete collection 
of Liberty nickels (1 883N/C-1 91 2-S) in 
mint state. The bulk of the set is MS-65. 
Housed in a white Capital 8"x10" 
holder. 3400.00 

P.O. Box 503, Willoughby, Ohio 44094 
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GREG KRILL & CAM JANCEK 


Box 532 


Scin Diego, CA 92119 


CATALOGS FOR SALE 


1952 

Downing, PR 

$14 

1963 

Lahrmaui, with Plates 

7 

1960 

Milton Holmes, PR 

10 

1950 

Adolphe Men o 

14 

1956 

Donlon 

12 

1974 

Ruby I, PR 

5 


We have many catalogs - Write for list. 


T 
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